QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
1715 of the King's affairs, according to the light I see them in, ... for I write to a man of sense, a man of honour, and a friend. Instead of having a ship furnished by France . . . the whole coast from Scotland to Spain is against us, and unless the King steals off unknown, which to me appears almost impossible considering the extent of country he must traverse and the vigilance which is used in every part of France, he will either be seized or betrayed. The Troops we hoped for from Sweden are refused ... the money expected from Spain is, in my opinion, still in the clouds. ... In a word every resource has failed us, and every accident which we could apprehend has fallen out. . . .
I must therefore be of opinion that a more fa tall conjuncture can never happen, and that the attempt can probably end in nothing but the ruin of our cause for ever, of which you may observe the Whiggs are sensible, that they precipitate their violent measures in order to oblige us to come to a decision at this time. . . .
But if our Friends are not in a condition to wait without submitting and giving up the cause entirely and for ever, desperate as I think the attempt is it must be made ; and dying for dying, it is better to dye warm and att once of a feavour than to pine away with a consumption."
This deterrent letter arrived too late to be of any effect, and meanwhile Bolingbroke continued his efforts with the French Court. The Duke of Ormonde was preparing to pass into England to provoke a rising in the West, and Bolingbroke writes to James, Paris, Oct. 20, 1715.
"PARIS, Oct. 20, 1715.
"... I have already acquainted the Queen with what has passed between M. d'Essiat and myself, and I shall from time to time inform her of the steps I take, and the good or bad success I meet in treating with the Ministers of this Court. ... I am really hopeful ... so far as to have the French coast to a certain degree open to us, whereas according to the track things were going in, the ports of France would have been as much closed to us as those of Holland. . . . "
" October 21st.
"... The storm grumbles in the West, but is not yet begun, and Hanover takes what measures he can to prevent it. I will press the Duke of Ormonde's departure for Wensday and the moment he sets
